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ELSIE BRENNEMAN

MR. PATTON: lt's 11:55. We're on

the record now. Thomas M. Patton, Deputy

Attorney General, speaking. Mi chael Mattson

is with us, M- A-T-T-S-0O-N. He' s an

Il nvestigator, special agent, with the

Depart ment of Justice. And we have Elsie

Brenneman.

And will you say and spell your | ast

name?

MS. BRENNEMAN: El sie Brenneman,

B- R- E- N- N- E- M- A- N.

MR. PATTON: And you are the Budget

Of ficer at Parks.
MS. BRENNEMAN: Correct.

MR. PATTON: And it is Wednesday,

Oct ober 31, 2010. And we are at Parks

headquarters at 1416 9th Street. And El si e,

we've talked with a couple of people.
wanted to -- we were asking some questi
relating to whether or not any records

the budget office have been eli m nated,

e
ons
from

and

we -- as you know, you accompani ed us and we

| ooked at what are referred to as Becky

Brown's file cabinets, and | just | ooked in

three of the five, four-drawer, wooden

file
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ELSIE BRENNEMAN

cabinets which are chock-full of all kinds of
files and historical information.

What |'ve been told -- in fact, you
tell wus. As far as | can tell, has anything

ever been removed from any of Becky Brown's

file cabinets?

MS. BRENNEMAN: Not that |'m aware

of . Everything that she had in her file

cabinets should still be there. | have

i nstructed or | have not removed anything from

those file cabinets.

not

MR. PATTON: And you've taken over

the office that she used to occupy?

MS. BRENNEMAN: Correct.

MR. PATTON: And then after her,

Manny Lopez occupied it?

MS. BRENNEMAN: Correct.

MR. PATTON: And then Cheryl Tayl or.

MS. BRENNEMAN: Yes.
MR. PATTON: And then you?
MS. BRENNEMAN: Yes.

MR. PATTON: In that order? Okay.

MS. BRENNEMAN: Yeah, | believe so.

MR. PATTON: Do you know of anybody

removing any -- elim nating, tossing out

any
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ELSIE BRENNEMAN

of the files Becky Brown had assembl ed?

MS. BRENNEMAN: Not that |'m aware
of . | mean, when | was hired and went into
the office that she previously occupied, al
five of those cabinets were in that office.

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MS. BRENNEMAN: And after | came on,
we moved them over to the empty cubicle on the
ot her side, the cap outlet side.

MR. PATTON: Okay. Which is where |
just | ooked at them

MS. BRENNEMAN: Exactly.

MR. PATTON: Now, we heard that
t here was, after you came in -- you started as
a Budget Officer when?

MS. BRENNEMAN: In February of 2011.

MR. PATTON: And we have heard that
there was some sort of a clean-up day.

MS. BRENNEMAN: Yes.

MR. PATTON: What can you tell wus
about that?

MS. BRENNEMAN: We did a clean-up
day because, again, all those files that were
i n that cubicle that we were just in were

previously in the budget office in cubicles,
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ELSIE BRENNEMAN

the staffs' cubicles on shelves over there.
And so we did what we call a clean-up day, and
it was really just to move everything over to
the other empty cubicle and to elim nate
duplicates.

MR. PATTON: Okay. And is that the
direction -- did you coordinate and - -

MS. BRENNEMAN: Yeah, we talked with

the staff about what we wanted them to go

t hrough. We wanted them to clean out their

of fices, you know, because -- and when | got

t here, everybody literally had stacks of --
piles of paper on their desks. Al'l their file
cabinets were completely full. We wer e

shifting assignments, and so they had to
transfer documents to, you know, another

anal yst, and so we really wanted them to go

t hrough and | ook to see if there was any
duplicates. I f we had information in a binder
or in a file that we were moving over to the
empty cubicle, then they didn't need to keep
an extra copy in their offices or vice versa.
And so we asked them to go through their files
and - -

MR. PATTON: When you say "we asked
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ELSIE BRENNEMAN

them', who was in charge of giving the
direction for this?

MS. BRENNEMAN: | was. | did.

MR. PATTON: Okay. So the royal
wai ting.

MS. BRENNEMAN: Yeah. It was me.

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MS. BRENNEMAN: Well, the manager --
the other manager in the office that works for

me, we were coordinating that

toget her.

MR. PATTON: Who was that?

MS. BRENNEMAN: Rachel e Manges.

MR. PATTON: Okay. And so your
direction was to get rid of duplicate files.

MS. BRENNEMAN: Um hum.

MR. PATTON: Did -- was anything
el se -- any other kind of records elim nated?

MS. BRENNEMAN: Not that |'m aware
of . |l mean, we told them if there was

somet hi ng that

we needed to keep

be kept; it

Becky Brown's file cabinets were not

We didn't

i nformati on

wasn't

even go through any of

was going on with projects or

information, then it was to
to be eli m nated. Al | of
t ouched.

t hat
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ELSIE BRENNEMAN

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MS. BRENNEMAN: -- in those wood
file cabinets that you referred to.

MR. PATTON: Okay. So you weren't
even directing staff to elim nate old
hi storical files, old records that --

MS. BRENNEMAN: Nope. We went
t hrough -- |ike for example, we have a | ot of
reports that the department does, their
pl anning reports, the five-year capital outl ay
reports. There was multiple of those in the
office, and so we made sure we had one set,
one copy for each year, and we tossed the rest
of them or recycled them So it was really
getting rid of duplicates.

MR. PATTON: So that was your focus
and directive was to elimnate duplicate
files.

MS. BRENNEMAN: Yes.

MR. PATTON: Okay. And then what |
just saw, you were showing me there are banker
boxes with budget documents, files going back
to -- you're not even sure how far back they
go. We saw as far back as '95-'96.

MS. BRENNEMAN: Ri ght . Yeah.
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ELSIE BRENNEMAN

There's a | ot of boxed files over there that
we haven't gone through. Those were boxed
before | got here.

MR. PATTON: Okay. SO you've never
given -- you've never started trying to
elimnate records that may be |lying around
t hat are far beyond any record retention
schedul e; you focused just on trying to get
rid of duplicates.

MS. BRENNEMAN: Just getting rid of
t he duplicates. I mean, we had -- anything
t hat was budget development, we were keeping.

MR. PATTON: Okay. That's all |
wanted to know.

We're going to go off the record at
hi gh noon.

MS. BRENNEMAN: Al'l right. Thank
you very much

(End of audi o)
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